The FEDERAL 


DANGER IN : 


By Marion H. 


Official United Nations Observer 


Opening In A Blaze of Glory 


In the first month of its Fifteenth 
Assembly the UN had a star-studded 
east and hundreds of “extras.” 

The presence of Khrushchev, Cas- 
tro, Kadar of Hungary and many 
other Heads of State required the 
constant vigil of hundreds of city 
policemen for blocks around the UN 
buildings. In addition, each govern- 
mental chief had an entourage of 
motorcycle police, patrol cars and 
Secret Service men. Inside the UN 
security regulations were tight. 

The usual press corps expanded to 
approximately two thousand. Many 
of them knew little and cared less 
about the business proceedings of 
the Assembly. However, they caught 
every bit of “color” surrounding the 
personalities, measured every drop of 
vitriol in the speeches, and noted all 
the disorders in the General Debate. 

In the first month the UN was put 
permanently on the map—or at least 
on TV—after fifteen years of largely 
unnoticed existence. 

The importance of UN was under- 
scored by Soviet attacks upon it. 
Khrushchev demanded that the Sec- 
retq@gy-General resign, and Hammar- 
sk refused. 


Seventeen New Members Admitted 


the first day of the Assembly 
si new members were formally 
admitted: thirteen territories newly 
independent of France; Somalia, a 
former Italian Trust Territory; and 
Cyprus, the only non-African State. 
Congo (Leopoldville) was admitted at 
the same time but not seated because 
of disagreement, as to its legitimate 
delegation. In October, Nigeria be- 
came the ninety-ninth UN member. 

This increase in membership 
crowded the meeting rooms, length- 
ened the debates, and changed the 
balance of forces and votes. 

Many of the new delegates felt dis- 
oriented and uninformed on the 
issues. In consequence, they were 
prone to abstain on controversial res- 
olutions. Many of the former French 
States voted with France which had 
taken considerable pains to insure 
that pro-French leaders would be in 
power after independence. Rivalry 
between Nigeria and Ghana is evi- 
dent. Look for this rivalry to play a 
role in African politics, particularly 
on Pan-Africanism. 


Chinese Representation Not Debated 


It was decided again not to discuss 
the question of Chinese representa- 
tion this year, but by no such ma- 
jority as the U.S. had been able to 
roll up at other Assemblies. Look 
for many of those delegations who 
abstained this year to vote next year 
in favor of discussing this issue. That 
could reverse the verdict. 


No Vote on Disarmament 


In spite of the recognized urgency 
of halting the arms race before it 
gets out of hand, in spite of the gen- 
eral understanding of the magnitude 
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1 In The Congo 


Congo crisis, Lu- 
d himself pro- 
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udents of the inter- 
em believe no single 
*, either in the Cen- 


tral Government or in the provinces 
is likely to command sufficient sup- 
port te govern effectively. They doubt 
any government which does not in- 
clude Lumumba can inspire national 
unity. 

During the Assembly the USS. 
moved to seat Kasavubu’s delegation 
at UN. By an unimpressive majority 
this was done. Whatever the legal 
niceties of this action, it destroyed at 
one blow the impartiality of the UN 
which had been a cardinal principle 
of the whole UN-Congo operation. 

A Conciliation Committee, com- 
posed of Asian and African neutrals, 
has been set up to mediate the fac- 
tional disputes in the Congo. After 
his delegation was recognized at UN, 
Kasavubu saw no need for this com- 
mittee to intervene. However, a 
three-nation vanguard (Malaya, 
Ethiopia, Nigeria) is on its way. 

Meanwhile, some Belgian civilian 
and military personnel have returned 
to the Congo, and UN officials say 
they have been obstructing UN ef- 
forts. Mobutu’s troops are said to be 
paid with funds from outside (West- 
ern) sources. Lumumba has been 
jailed. His still more pro-Commggpist 
deputy, Gizenga, plots in Sianlelc 

Major contributors to the UN 
Force threatened to withdraw their 
troops unless UN freed Lumumba 
and other political leaders, ge 
all Congolese forces, ejected aNmBel- 
gians and convened the Parliament. 

Hammarskjold pointed out that 
these measures would require the use 
of coercive force. None of the Congo 
resolutions have invoked the Charter 
Articles which would make that le- 
gal, and UN is enjoined by the Char- 
ter from intervening in domestic 
affairs. 

As the first half of the Assembly 
closed, delegations were too divided 
to adopt any new Congo resolution. 
The UN dared not leave the Congo 
and doubted if it woutd be able to 
stay. The Secretary -General an- 
nounced he would do his best under 
his original mandate. However, if 
the Belgians are allowed to stay, look 
for the USSR to move in. 


Declaration Against Colonialism 


The remarkable aspect of this de- 
bate was the vehemence with which 
newly independent states urged im- 
mediate independence for all. They 
consider lack of educational, eco- 
nomic, social or political advancement 
irrelevant to the timetable for free- 
dom. Colonialism is the cause not the 
cure for such ills. 

However immoderate the speeches, 
a strong resolution passed with none 
opposed and only nine abstentions. 


This Assembly came in like a lion, 
and went out like a lamb with its tail 
between its legs. 

The period of the U.S. election and 
change of administration caused a 
hiatus in U.S. policy which affected 
almost every issue. 

The 15th UN Assembly is waiting 
for Kennedy. He'd better be good, or 
the UN may be “Waiting for Lefty.” 


15th UN GENERAL AS¢S 


Because it is in crisis, and a crisis of primary importance tc 
country, the world and ourselves, we devote this entire isst 
the Newsletter to an analysis and interpretation of the cu 


situation in the United Nations. 


Assembly Issues Not Taken up . . . Among 
the major agenda items not yet 
reached were: Hungary, Outer Space, 
Tibet, Cuban Complaint Against U.S., 
Unification of Korea, U.S. Plan For 
Aid to Africa. 


Issues Not Finished . . . Several items 
were discussed, but came to no con- 
clusion. Most conspicuous among 
these were the situation in the 
Congo, the election of one member of 
ECOSOC, and general and complete 
disarmament. 


Issues Completed . . . The U.S. took the 
lead, and was successful in getting 
a major part of the Congo costs made 
legal, financial commitments for all 
UN members. Other important items 
voted were: declaration against 
colonialism (U.S. abstained); a 
watered-down resolution on Algeria 
(U.S. abstained); two resolutions 
against nuclear testing (U.S. ab- 
Stained) ; a resolution against the 
spread of nuclear weapons (U.S. ab- 
Stained). 


Security Council Election . . . Chile and 
United Arab Republic were elected to 
the Council. African insistence on 
representation for Africa caused a 
deadlock in voting for the third non- 
permanent seat. Portugal and Li- 
beria were the contenders — U.S. 
backing Portugal. As chances waned 
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Mrs. Marion H. McVitty, UWF’s official 
observer at the UN, has had extensive and 
varied experience with United World 
Federalists. 


From 1945-47, before the formation of 
UWF, she worked with Americans United 
For World Government. When UWF was 
founded in 1947, she headed the Speakers 
Bureau. Mrs. McVitty served as UWF’s 
first organization liaison director, working 
closely with many other organizations that 
support world federation. In 1950-51, she 
was assistant to the president. She was 
elected first vice-president in 1956-58. 


All these activities have been on a volun- 
teer basis. She is now a member of UWF’s 
National Executive Council and National 
Executive Committee. 


Mrs. McVitty is currently the elected 
chairman of the Conference Group of 
U. 8S. Organizations for the UN—70 or- 
ganizations concerned with UN affairs. 
She is married to Edward W. MeVitty, 
also a long-time worker in the UWF cause, 
and is the mother of three children. 
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MEMBERSHIP CONTINUES TO CLIMB 


110% 
105 


‘90445 O78 


National Percentage 69% 


100 


Over 500 Members 
S. California 99 
Pennsylvania 
Northeast Ohio 90 
New Fngland | 
N. California 
New Jersey §5 
Chicago Area 
Midwest 
Minnesota 80 
New York 
Maryland 715 
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Under 500 Members 10 


Washington, D. C. my 
Colorado 65 
Santa Barbara, Cal. 
Oregon 
Indiana-Michigan ma 60 
North Carolina 


Ohio 

Washington 39 
Florida 
Utah 50 
Delaware 


45 


Student Division 40 
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Note: The above figures indicate how the current 
membership of UWF’s organized areas com-. 
pare with their membership at the close of 
the last membership year on Sept. 30, 1960. 
Darker area indicates increase in December 
and January. 
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